Musical Futures Pathfinders and Research and Development Partners
PATHFINDERS
Informal Learning in the Music Classroom 
A programme of informal learning, drawing on the real-life learning practices of popular musicians, developed by Lucy Green (Institute of Education) and Hertfordshire Music Service. Involves students in self-directed, independent learning, in friendship groups, working on a series of musical tasks. 

Aimed at: Year 9 (but can be used for Year 8)

Potential results: Increase in motivation, attitude, skills, develops independent learning skills, leadership skills, listening skills, increase in GCSE take up possible, number of students wanting to take instrumental/vocal tuition. 

Programme:
· Stage 1 (4-6 weeks) – students bring their own music into the classroom, get into friendship groups, go into practice spaces with instruments of their choice, attempt to replicate one piece of music through self-directed, informal learning. 

· Stage 2 (2-4 weeks): Same methodology, but with students all being given the same piece of music. 

· Stage 3 (2-4 weeks): Repeat of Stage 1

· Stages 4&5 (4-6 weeks): Collaborative, informal composing

· Stages 6&7 (4-6 weeks): Same methodology as Stages 1 and 2, but with music outside of popular culture (e.g. classical music)

Full background, rationale and outcomes of this model are in the First Edition Teacher Resource Pack.
The Whole Curriculum Approach

A programme developed by Nottingham City Music Service that aims to develop school music beyond the classroom confines for Year 7-8 students, and involve them in real musical activity, in genuine musical situations and environments. It aims to draw together good practice from classroom, instrumental and extra-curricular music into an integrated package for students. 

Aimed at: Year 8 (but can be used for Year 9)

Potential results: majority of students get to perform in concerts as an outcome of classroom music lessons; significant increase in parents buying instruments for students, and breaking down of gender stereotyping in instrument choice; greater motivation and enthusiasm for music; way of fully integrating instrumental teaching practice and technology with curriculum work. 

Programme:
· Unit 1 (3 weeks): Intro to basic sequencing

· Unit 2 (3 weeks): Intro to world music traditions

· Unit 3a (4 weeks): Band instrumental skills

· Unit 3b (3 weeks): Covers band

· Unit 4a (4 weeks): Image Junction – composing for a moving image

· Unit 4b (5 weeks): Image Junction – performing to a moving image

· Unit 5 (4 weeks): World music traditions revisited

· Unit 6a (2 weeks): Integrated band skills – building a song

· Unit 6 b (7 weeks): Integrated band skills – rehearsing

· Unit 6c (3 weeks): Integrated band skills - recording

Full background, rationale and outcomes of this model are in the First Edition Teacher Resource Pack.
The Extra-Curricular Approach 

An approach by Education Leeds Artforms to empower young people to make positive, informed choices about the music they engage with beyond the classroom. 

Aimed at: 11-19 year olds

Potential results: increased engagement in out of hours activity; students developed as music leaders; peer mentoring between primary and secondary can ease transition for pupils. 

Programme:
· Breaking the Mould: range of ideas for working with beginner musicians

· Writers Unblocked: step-by-step guide to running song-writing sessions

· Music Technology: a simple guide to using music technology creatively

· Bollywood ensemble: an example of how contemporary Asian music can be brought into ensemble activities

· Build Your Own Portfolio: Downloadable tools to help students build up a log of musical experiences, which can be used to gain accreditation (eg Arts Award). 

Full background, rationale and outcomes of this model are in the First Edition Teacher Resource Pack.
NUMU 

NUMU is an online resource that can support, enhance and develop Musical Futures work in your school, by providing a safe online space where students can publish their work. Sign up today to get a record label for your school – it’s free! 
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS
Musical Futures also commissioned a number of research and development projects which might help improve our understanding of informalisation and personalisation:
· The ‘Simply Connect’  report identifies the key elements of non-formal music making, using the Guildhall’s Connect project as a case study. To further illuminate an area which has remained something of a mystery so far, we also commissioned a DVD of the leadership processes found in high quality non-formal music making ; 

· The Musical Routes information, advice and guidance service, was created by Sound Connections, the London Youth Music Action Zone, in partnership with Musical Futures. A key feature of personalising provision is in enabling young people to create their individual learning pathway, supported by appropriate and up-to-date advice. Musical Routes  combines internet searching capabilities with face-to-face mentoring; 

· ICT has been a particular interest of ours throughout the project and, at the end of 2006, we published a report Electrifying Music  which is designed to support teachers and music leaders in making the best use of technology in their work with young people. 

· SYNERGY.tv were commissioned to create a collaborative music learning space which could support young people and music leaders, the end result being www.numu.org.uk. 
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